The bibliography at the end of this volume contains 455 items, of which 217, nearly 48%, were published within the preceding 10 years. The breathtaking pace of archaeological investigation and discovery in this period puts a premium on synthetic works like this one, which allow us all to come abreast of new developments. For all the modesty of his authorial persona, Augenti has undertaken a work of considerable ambition: a collection and correlation of not only the archaeological, but also the written evidence for the history of the Palatine in the Middle Ages. Since archaeologists will not stop working, his synthesis will necessarily be ephemeral; nevertheless, it will have longlasting positive effects. He has produced a useful and thought-provoking compendium for which he deserves our hearty thanks.
The book has two principal parts: a synthetic chronological overview, with separate chapters treating the sixth, seventh-eighth, ninth-10th, and 11th-13th centuries (11-123), and a catalogue of 64 individual sites and finds (125-54). The author begins with a discussion of whether the Augustan Regio X (Palatium) became part of the second ecclesiastical region or of the fourth. He dismisses another alternative, that the area was excluded from any early ecclesiastical jurisdiction, because it rests on an argument ex silentio. But arguments from silence are not always wrong, and it remains to be disproved that the Forum and the Palatine were somehow immune to the earliest claims for ecclesiastical administration. In any case, Augenti takes as his own demarcations the four streets bounding Regio X: the Sacra Via on the north side through the Forum; the Vicus Tuscus between the Forum and the Velabrum; a passage separating the Palatine and the Circus Maximus; and the road connecting the Circus with the Arch of Constantine. This definition is pragmatically effective, as most of Augenti's archaeological data come not from the summit of the hill, but from the slopes and the buildings aligned with them, like the Atrium Vestae. It does not necessarily follow that the area so defined retained functional, symbolic, or perceptual integrity throughout the period of his investigation.
A conspectus of the archaeological evidence is best obtained by a do-it-yourself collation of the volume's foldout plan and the catalogue, the numbers of which have been entered as findspots on the plan. Nearly all of the numbers in the palace proper are concentrated in the Domus Augustana, and most of those are in the hippodrome, whose remodeling in the Gothic period is fairly well known. 
